Information for Patients

HOW WE CLEAN YOUR HOSPITAL
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“We are committed to fighting hospital associated infections and ensure

 the highest standards of cleanliness are achieved”.


National colour coding scheme for hospital cleaning materials and equipment
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	Airedale NHS Foundation Trust conforms to the National Colour Coding Scheme, developed by the National Patient Safety Agency, for hospital cleaning equipment and materials.
At Airedale General Hospital we use the following cleaning systems:

  Microfibre - we use microfibre mops, cloths and high dusters to clean ward areas.  Unlike traditional cleaning there are no buckets of hot soapy water.  The mops and cloths are pre-dampened then kept in containers on the cleaning trolley ready for use.  Each patient area is cleaned with a fresh cloth and mop to reduce the changes of spreading infection through cleaning.  Each colour coded cloth is individually folded giving 8 sides to clean with; as each side becomes soiled the cloth is refolded.  All cloths and mops are laundered after use in our on-site laundry.  Due to the unique way that microfibre works a significantly greater amount of dust, dirt and bacteria is removed than with traditional cleaning methods.  The dust, dirt and bacteria are held within the fibres of the cloth/mop and can only be removed by laundering at required temperatures to achieve thermal disinfection.
  Traditional – we uses dust control mops, colour coded wet mops and buckets, semi disposable and disposable cloths, high dusters and approved cleaning agents to clean departmental areas and non clinical areas.  All mops are laundered at the required temperature to achieve thermal disinfection.

Specialised – we use yellow disposable cleaning equipment and hypochlorite solution to clean areas and equipment that required specialised cleaning to ensure infection prevention is maintained.
  Cleaning Schedules and Frequencies

These are displayed in all areas (please ask a member of staff where they are located).
Enhanced Cleaning
Our dedicated enhanced cleaning team perform deep cleaning tasks to include floor scrubbing, carpet shampooing and additional detail cleaning which covers:-

· difficult to access floor areas such as corners, edges and door rebates

· joints, wheels and grooves on equipment.

They follow an annual programme which has been devised scheduling all patient areas to be cleaned.



	Domestic Services Department


If you would like to know any more information about our cleaning systems, Elizabeth Preston, the Domestic Services Manager or a member of the Domestic Services Team will be happy to come and discuss it with you.  Please ask a member of the nursing staff who will arrange this.

We hope you feel assured of our continued commitment to providing patients with the highest standards of cleanliness.
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Areas requiring specialised cleaning
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