Updated 8.6.09 
Plan for delivering same-sex accommodation at Airedale NHS Trust (ANHST)
We recognise that dignity in care is a fundamental human rights issue and are committed to ensuring that all patients, their families and carers are treated with the highest level of dignity, as well as choice, and that privacy is fully respected. 

Patients will be cared for in same-sex accommodation either in a same sex ward, a single side room or same-sex sleeping areas within a ward with careful segregation and separate toilet/wash facilities.

There may be occasions, however, when it may be necessary to provide care for male and female patients in the same clinical environment. This may occur in exceptional circumstances and when it is clinically justified for patients who require very specialised or urgent care. Areas where this might happen are when patients require admission to:-

Overnight stay areas 

Intensive Care Unit

Coronary Care Unit

High Dependency Unit

Medical Assessment Unit

Children’s Unit

Day treatment areas

Haematology/Oncology Day Unit (HODU)

Endoscopy Unit

Day Hospital for the Elderly

Radiology

Day Surgery

On the rare occasion when it may be necessary to care for male and female patients alongside each other in specialised units such as intensive care, we would like to assure you that this will be monitored closely throughout the day to ensure that you are moved to a same-sex area as soon as your clinical condition allows. If you have any concerns about where you are being cared for, we would be grateful if you could raise these with a member of your ward team so that we can deal with them as soon as possible.  

We recognise that in some of our day treatment areas, for example the Day Hospital for the Elderly, mixing of male and female patients can be appropriate or even desirable. Patients may derive comfort from the presence of other patients with similar conditions. In such areas, there will be separate toilet and washing facilities and very high degrees of privacy and segregation during all clinical or personal care procedures.
We will be putting plans in place to improve the overall quality of our accommodation, following on from work undertaken last year where some of our wards have been upgraded to enhance levels of privacy. Future work to be undertaken includes:  
· Fixing doors to the entrance of each four-bedded bay within all in-patient wards.  
· Fixing signs to identify male/female washing and toilet facilities in all wards/departments. 
· Upgrading Ward 15 to create separate male and female shower facilities. 
· Creating separate male and female toilet facilities on the critical care unit.

· Undertaking alterations and refurbishment on the day case ward. 
· Upgrading and refurbishing The Children’s Unit.
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