5 May 2009
Airedale receives funding from NHS Yorkshire and Humber to eliminate mixed sex accommodation

NHS Yorkshire and the Humber will receive £10.5 million of government funding to significantly reduce the number of patients being treated on mixed sex wards.
Airedale Hospital will benefit from this funding to further improve ward facilities for their patients. 
The new initiative will see wards around the region upgraded to ensure men and women are treated separately in an environment which does not compromise their privacy and dignity. 

NHS Yorkshire and the Humber’s Director of Patient Care and Partnerships and Chief Nurse, Professor Sue Proctor said:

“We are committed to protecting the privacy and dignity of those who are treated in hospitals in Yorkshire and the Humber and this money will enable us to make the improvements to achieve this.

“Work is already underway in many parts of the region and there are a number of fantastic things going on. However, there are a few final things to do to achieve our aims.

“In the vast majority of hospitals in our region the alterations to wards will not have to be drastic, just a few simple changes will go a long way to ensuring everyone is treated in a single sex environment with the dignity and privacy they deserve.”

Each primary care trust has an action plan in place to ensure significant improvements, both in terms of patient experience and facilities by 30th of June 2009. 

Patients have been playing a key role in deciding what alterations need to be made in their local area and will form a part of the Yorkshire and Humber taskforce, which will oversee the process regionally and ensure PCT plans meet national guidelines.   

Bridget Fletcher, Director of Nursing, Airedale NHS Trust, says:

“The Trust submitted a bid and we are pleased to confirm that we will be receiving a significant amount of funding from this initiative.  
This will enable us to carry out the necessary works in the timescales required and also to have further plans to enhance the patients’ experience in our hospital.  
The privacy and dignity of our patients is an important priority and so we have also considered our own patients’ feedback when developing our plans.”

Single-sex accommodation can be provided in: 

· Single sex wards, where the whole ward is occupied by men or women, but not both 

· Single rooms with adjacent single sex toilet and washing facilities (preferably en-suite) 

· Single sex accommodation within mixed wards bays or rooms which accommodate either men or women, not both; with designated single-sex toilet and washing facilities, preferably within or adjacent to the bay or room. 

 

