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Press release

22 June 2009

STAFF AT AIREDALE NHS TRUST LAUNCH PRIVACY AND DIGNITY POLICY

Staff at Airedale NHS Trust are today (22 June) launching their new privacy and dignity policy.

And to highlight the scheme, Calendar Girl, Angela Knowles will be attending the event which will showcase the wide variety of work the hospital has undertaken recently towards meeting the Government’s Dignity agenda.

Angela was one of the original Women’s Institute members who posed naked for a cancer charity’s calendar and her experiences at Airedale Hospital became part of the famous film about the ‘Calendar Girls.’

Bridget Fletcher, Director of Nursing at Airedale NHS Trust, says: “Airedale NHS Trust is committed to continually improving facilities for patients and responding to their needs and concerns about every aspect of their care and treatment – particularly in preserving privacy and dignity.

“Today’s event will give both staff and the public the chance to see what the many different departments across the hospital are doing to improve patients’ care while in hospital.

“One of the main focuses of our privacy and dignity policy is about getting back to basics and looking at all the little things that can make a real difference to someone’s stay in hospital – particularly for vulnerable patients.  For example, good eye contact, using appropriate names and giving people time and help to eat.”

At today’s event, there will a number of departments on display, including:

· hand washing and infection control;

· new cubicle curtains for the new children’s unit;

· caring for patient’s with learning disabilities, and;

· discharge clothing and laundry project.

In addition, refurbishment work to create single-sex accommodation is due to begin shortly and will include doors being fixed to the entrances of four-bedded bays within all in-patient wards and signs to be installed to indicate male and female bathrooms and in all wards and departments. 

Airedale NHS Trust received £595,000 from the Strategic Health Authority and the Department of Health to help fund the changes.

Bridget Fletcher adds: “We are pleased to have received extra funding to improve facilities for our patients and hope that these additional privacy and dignity measures will make our patients feel more comfortable during their hospital stay.”
