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AIREDALE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE FROM THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

 
Dear Member 
 
This is the first Update of what is intended to be a regular update on what the new 
team of governors, who took up office from 1 June 2022, are involved in at the Trust. 
 
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II  
 
We were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Her Majesty, The Queen Elizabeth 
II, the longest reigning monarch in British history. Our thoughts are very much with the 
Royal Family at this time, and especially with King Charles III, who as the Prince of 
Wales officially opened Airedale General Hospital in December 1970.  
 
ESTATES 
 
You will already know that much of the Steeton site has a major issue with the 
Reinforced Aerated Autoclaved Concrete, commonly known as RAAC, which was 
used extensively for the floors and load bearing planks in the walls. This has 
necessitated installing new structural supports. 
 
Engineers have advised that the RAAC cannot be removed because of how 
widespread it is within the building. Furthermore, they have told us that we cannot re-
roof the building because the work is too invasive and is likely to cause more damage.  
 
On the advice of structural engineers, the Trust has therefore agreed a strategy to 
manage the RAAC within the current hospital until a new hospital can be built to 
replace it.  This programme of works involves moving wards around to allow the 
structural works to take place.  Any changes will be clearly signposted.  
 
The Trust is working towards being successful in its bid to build a brand-new hospital, 
ideally one with zero emissions, as the RACC parts of the site will outlive their use by 
2030. 
 
The Trust is endeavouring to be one of the remaining eight new hospital builds the 
Government have indicated will be announced later this year. In the meantime, the 
Estates Team are working hard to minimise the risk to everyone who uses the Steeton 
site. The Trust has provided key stakeholders, including Governors, regular updates 
on how the Trust is dealing with the RACC situation. 
 
New Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 
 
The building of the new modular ward gave the Trust a new, increased capacity 3,500 
square metre Intensive Care Unit (ICU), whilst the other half is being used to rotate 
wards to allow renovation and reinforcement of the existing wards.  
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The building, which uses state-of-the-art building management systems and green 
energy sources, such as solar panels, won in the Project of the Year category at the 
prestigious Health Estates and Facilities Management Association (HEFMA) awards. 
It includes the development of a 3,500 square metre new ICU unit and a 30-bed ward, 
which is believed to be the first all-electric inpatient unit in the NHS. 
 
Airedale Hospital and Community Charity's Intensive Care for Airedale appeal will fund 
the smaller things that really make a difference to patients and staff - such as sensory 
lights, soft furnishings, chairs and TVs for the relatives' room.  More details are 
available at www.airedalecharity.org" www.airedalecharity.org  
 
Mobile Endoscopy Unit 
 
As part of the ward decant programme the Endoscopy Unit is temporarily relocating to 
a brand new mobile unit, located next to the hospital’s Education Centre. 
 
The new unit meets the latest standards for environment, decontamination, training 
and clinical quality set by the national body which certifies all endoscopy centres. 
 
The new premises include dedicated male and female waiting areas and a meeting or 
teaching room with audio visual equipment.  
 
Some endoscopy procedures will also take place in the procedure suite in the new 
theatres building. Appointment letters will clearly state the location of any endoscopy 
visit.  
 
Pacer Train 
 
The Pacer train carriage that the Trust won in a Department for Transport competition 
to ‘Transform a Pacer’ in 2021 is being equipped to a very high standard by the 
generosity of a local firm, Ultimate Group. The project is being managed by the 
Airedale Hospital and Community Charity. The unit sited outside the Children’s ward 
will be in use later this year to offer support and respite to families visiting the hospital.  
 
Helipad 
 
Plans are being drawn up for a new helicopter landing pad, construction of which is 
due to begin in spring 2023, again funded externally via the HELP charity. This will 
enable more air ambulance transfers and ensure people get lifesaving treatment as 
quickly as possible from remote or rural locations. 
 
The new facility will allow air ambulances to land at a site next to the Steeton hospital 
– currently they have to use a nearby field, with patients then transferred to a land 
ambulance to be driven to the A&E department. 
 
Governor Work 
After the conclusion of the Governors elections in the spring, the governors had their 

induction and training day in May. In our new roles the new governors have been 

establishing the best ways of reaching out to patients and their relatives and serving 

the wider needs of NHS Foundation Trust and we meet online on a monthly basis at 
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the Governor Involvement Group. Individual Governors have specific roles to attend 

certain Board Committees.  

The governors recognise that the NHS faces enormous challenges including, staffing 

pressures, ever increasing running costs especially on energy, ambulance waiting 

times and patient experiences - on the wards, outpatients and in A&E.  

We have been gaining feedback from former outpatients and inpatients to find out 

about their experiences of the hospital in the belief that constructive criticism can 

genuinely help improve services to patients.  

Governors have used social media forums, set-up stands in shopping centres and 

engaged with town and parish councils to gain views of the hospital. In the main the 

feedback on the Trust has been very favourable. Justifiably, people value the hospital, 

the clinicians, nurses and support workers and the services it offers in a very difficult 

operating environment.  

Although some of us have received feedback about access to GPs e.g. E-consult 

services not working efficiently and gaining appointments with a doctor are 

problematic, we recognise the challenges that GPs face. This has resulted in more 

patient calls to the NHS 111 service with, in some cases, more referrals to the Trust’s 

A&E department.  

We recognise this results in visits to A&E by patients who could be dealt with at the 

primary care level and acknowledge that this is a nationwide problem and that more 

research needs to continue to understand what impact current primary care practice 

has on acute care services at the Trust and whether any further improvements can be 

made. 

Currently, we are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Members 

Annual Meeting on Friday 23 September. 

In the next issues of this bulletin, we hope to feature the views from each of the 

governors on the activity they undertake on behalf of the hospital. 


